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Dardanelle School District 

Board of Education Meeting 
Administration Office  

102 South Front Street 

Dardanelle, AR  72834 

December 10, 2018 

6:00 p.m. 

 

-Minutes- 

Members Present: 
  

 Sherry Hicks, President    

 Jimmy Witt, Vice President  

Tony Sigle, Secretary  

 Jerry Dawson  

 Haley Murray 

   

I. Call to Order/Pledge  
 

President Hicks called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

II. Statements from the Public 

 

None 

 

III. Information Items  

 

A. Building Reports  

 

The districtwide Thanksgiving Feast was a success and well attended by parents and family members.  

Primary teachers have been working with Corey Adaire through Arkansas Tech University using robotics 

in the classroom.  Christmas Literacy Day at the Primary is on Friday.  Intermediate is hosting their 

school spelling bee this week.  They will also host an internet safety speaker.  Middle school will decorate 

approximately 30 Christmas trees in front of their building.  Each tree will represent how Christmas is 

celebrated in different parts of the world.  Middle school students recently attended an assembly with a 

guest speaker from the 5th Judicial Drug Task Force who shared his story and encouraged students to 

remain drug free.  Eighth grade students will learn CPR in their science classes.  Mrs. Lawrence discussed 

the student drug testing program as it is working well and seems to be a smooth process. 

 

B.  Curriculum Report  

 

January 7, 2019 will be a professional development day for teachers.  Dr. Burris reviewed the testing 

calendar.  In addition, he discussed a potential plan to keep Chromebooks up to date and a replacement 

schedule. 

 

C.  Financial Report 

 

Jennifer Thaxton, Business Manager, provided the financial report.  The district has an ending balance of 

$3,636,371.16 in total operating funds and $1,958,612.74 in total building funds as of November 30, 

2018.   
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D. Food Service Report 

 

Food Service Director, Kerri Thomas, was absent from the meeting.  She provided a written report and it 

is included in the minutes.   

 

E.  Operations Report 

 

Maintenance will be busy over the break with needed repairs in the district.  Transportation is gearing up 

for spring trips.  The small bus has been a huge success.  Mr. Vestal reports he would like to add another 

small bus in the future. 

 

IV. Discussion Items 

 

The board requested an appraisal of the old John Deere building located on Hwy 7.  The appraisal was 

received and Mrs. Hicks will be in contact with the building’s owner to further discuss the district’s 

interest in purchasing the building.  Mr. Witt, Agri Committee Chairman, will be scheduling a tour of the 

Clarksville Agri facilities after the Christmas break.   

 

V. Action Items   BY CONSENSUS 

 

A. Approval of Minutes     

 

Approval of November 12, 2018 regular meeting minutes  

 

B.  Approval of Bills 

 

Administration recommends approval of the November 2018 bills for payment as submitted. 

 

Mr. Dawson moved to approve the action items by consensus.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

VI. Action Items 

 

A. 2018-2019 Certified Salary Schedule-Revised 

 

Administration recommended approving an amended salary schedule to raise the substitute teacher pay to 

$73.00 per day for non-certified and $78.00 per day for certified.  This will keep the district in 

compliance with the new minimum wage rate. 

 

Mr. Witt moved to approve the revised 2018-2019 Certified Salary Schedule as submitted.  Motion 

carried 5-0. 

 

B.  Petition for Student Transfer 

 

Administration recommended approving a petition for student transfer from name omitted on behalf of 

her son, name omitted, to transfer from the Dardanelle School District to the Russellville School District.   

 

Administration recommended approving a petition for student transfer from name omitted on behalf of his 

son, name omitted, to transfer from the Dardanelle School District to the Russellville School District. 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the petitions for student transfer as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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VII. Executive Session 

 

Each board member expressed no need to adjourn to executive session. 

 

Employment: 

 

Administration recommended amending the contracts of the following teachers for extracurricular duties 

of 21st CCLC After School Tutoring at a rate of $31.00 per hour as follows: 

 

Matt Shehorn-Credit Recovery 

Robin Marple-Credit Recovery 

Cynthia Shultz-Credit Recovery 

Jennifer Stottman-Enrichment 

 

Resignations: 

 

Administration recommended accepting the resignation of Leah Ann Swafford, Lead Cook at High 

School, effective December 21, 2018. 

 

Administration recommended accepting the resignation of Rhonda Loveall, Cook at High School, 

effective December 21, 2018. 

 

Mr. Dawson moved to approve the executive session items as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

VIII. Adjourn   

 

At 6:38 p.m., Ms. Murray moved to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________  ____________________________ 

Sherry Hicks, Board President   Tony Sigle, Board Secretary 


